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G
iants swingman Yusmeiro Petit is sitting, Zen-like, amid the bustle inside 

the clubhouse in the hours leading up to a home game. As teammates 

around him chatter and laugh, he stares calmly at the ceiling, meditating.

The crazier the world is around him, the calmer Petit appears to be. 

That goes double when he’s on the field. Petit is the Giants’ secret 

weapon in the bullpen: His job is to be ready to step in and throw strikes at a 

moment’s notice—whether he’s an emergency starter or is coming in with the bases 

loaded midway through a playoff game. He has to be able to pitch in any situation, at 

any time—sometimes going a full week between appearances—and maintain not only 

his mechanics, but his head, too.

Petit certainly proved up to that task last season, pitching in 39 games—12 of 

which he started—and posting the third-best strikeout-to-walk ratio in the league 
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among pitchers with as 

many innings pitched. In the 

playoffs, when he was used 

as the Giants’ X factor, he 

was even better, tossing six 

scoreless extra innings in the 

Giants’ 18-inning NLDS Game 2 

win over Washington and 

then three more for the win in 

Game 4 of the NLCS.

But the characteristics 

Giants fans associate with 

Petit—consistency, resiliency 

and supernatural calm—were 

all learned the hard way.

Petit was once considered 

a rising star in the New York 

Mets’ minor league system. 

He played in the MLB Futures 

Game in 2004 and 2005, and 

was eventually traded away in 

a deal for Carlos Delgado, then 

a bona fide Major League star. 

But Petit never quite found 

his groove in a Major League 

rotation. Stints with the 

Diamondbacks, Marlins and 

Mariners were  

 

unremarkable, and in April 2011, 

Seattle released him for the 

second time in two seasons.

“I still don’t understand 

what happened,” Petit says 

of his last spell with Seattle. 

“I didn’t really get a chance to 

pitch before I was released. 

I was really surprised by it.”

The timing was particularly 

problematic. By the end of 

April, virtually every big league 

and Triple-A roster was set. 

Petit had only one job offer, 

from the Mexican Baseball 

League’s Oaxaca Warriors. 

He accepted it, hoping—as 

unlikely as it was—to get a big 

league scout’s attention.

 Technically, the Mexican 

League is an affiliated minor 

league, but it operates more 

like an independent. None 

of its teams automatically 

receives prospects from big 

league clubs (although the 

Giants once loaned reliever 

Jean Machi to the Mexico 

City club), so most players 

there are free-agent castoffs. 

Money is usually tight, and 

teams don’t protect young 

prospects’ arms the way Major 

League clubs do. Pitching 

well in Mexico doesn’t come 

with any guarantee that a 

player will draw interest 

from scouts. 

“It’s hard to focus 

when you never 

know what will 

happen from one 

day to the next,” 

Petit says of playing 

south of the border. 

“Sometimes, the owner just 

doesn’t have the money to pay 

all the players, and that’s it. 

You’re released. You have to 

play every game like it’s your 

last one, because it could be.”
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 In 1994, when he was 10 years 
old, Yusmeiro Petit played second 
base for the Maracaibo, Venezuela, 
team in the Little League World 
Series, helping his country win its 
first title. One of his teammates 
that year was Giants minor league 
catcher Guillermo Quiroz.

 Petit’s mother was a school-
teacher and later became a school 
director, and his father is an 
agricultural surveyor. Petit has two 
brothers, both of whom played 
baseball into their teens. One is 
now the co-owner, with Petit, of an 
auto parts store in Venezuela. The 
other is a bartender in Miami. 

 Petit’s parents wanted him to 
go to college instead of pursuing a 
baseball career. In 2001, his father 
gave him an ultimatum: Petit had 
one year to earn a contract, or he’d 
have to go to school. Petit got an 
offer eight months later, from the 
New York Mets.

 Petit’s near-miss bid for a 
perfect game in 2013 isn’t the only 
rare feat he’s performed with the 
Giants. Last season, the swingman 
retired 46 consecutive batters—a 
Major League record. The streak 
covered eight games and took over 
a month.

CHARACTER 
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There was also the 

environment to consider: 

Oaxaca’s Eduardo Vasconcelos 

Stadium is rustic by American 

standards. It’s squeezed into a 

crowded urban neighborhood, 

and the fence is 339 feet 

down the lines and 400 feet 

to dead center. Add in the high 

altitude, and the ballpark is 

practically a launching pad. The 

fences are stacked three high 

with billboards to prevent too 

many balls from reaching the 

street beyond the walls. 

Living conditions weren’t 

much better. Petit paid $120 

a month to live in a boarding 

house. At 6 feet 1 inch, he 

says he was a good 3 to 4 

inches taller than most people 

there—a nightmare for a guy 

who likes to keep a low profile. 

He couldn’t go out without 

being approached by fans. 

Luckily, Petit says, he had 

his wife, Ruth, with him. “She 

has always been with me, no 

matter where I’ve played,” 

he says. “When I signed with 

Oaxaca, she said, ‘All right, I’ll 

go with you.’ That meant a lot 

to me.”

Ruth proved to be a 

stabilizing force for Petit while 

his career was in flux. Even 

so, he says the uncertainty 

started to get to him toward 

the end of his Mexican sojourn. 

Luckily, that uncertainty 

didn’t last. Petit pitched 

in seven games in Mexico, 

starting six. In just over 36 

innings, he struck out 28 

batters and walked five—

earning himself a spot with the 

Bravos de Margarita, a team in 

the winter Venezuelan League. 

The manager there was Giants 

hitting coach Hensley Meulens. 

Meulens says the Giants 

have always been good about 

considering recommendations 

from coaches and scouts in 

Venezuela. In 2010, the Giants 

signed Ryan Vogelsong after 

he went 6–2 with a 2.25 ERA 

in 11 starts for La Guaira. One 

year later, they inked Gregor 

Blanco after he won that 

league’s MVP award.

Petit’s performance for 

Margarita was similar. 

“He was our ace,” Meulens 

recalls. “He looked like he’d 

really learned to pitch. He had 

a cutter and used his change-

up more than he used to. 

His breaking ball was more 

consistent and he dominated 

both sides of the plate.”

In six starts, Petit posted 

a 3.82 ERA with 25 strikeouts 

and 10 walks in 35 1/3 innings of 

work. When the Giants offered 

him a contract at the end of 

the season, he didn’t hesitate 

to sign it.

“All I wanted was a chance,” 

Petit says. “I wasn’t worried 

about making a lot of money. 

I just wanted the opportunity 

to show what I could do.”

That’s exactly what he did. 

After he made one big league 

start in 2012, the Giants 

recalled him late in 2013. He 

won his first three starts. In 

his fourth, he came within 

inches of throwing a perfect 

game, losing it with two outs 

in the ninth inning.

Petit hasn’t looked back 

since. He also hasn’t said much. 

Giants players joke about the 

soft-spoken Petit’s amazing 

stoicism. “He’ll laugh once in a 

while when we’re down in the 

bullpen,” says fellow reliever 

Jeremy Affeldt—but that’s 

about it.

In all seriousness, Petit’s 

quiet, contemplative demeanor 

is perfect for the anything-

goes role Giants Manager 

Bruce Bochy has him in. 

“You can’t have a hyper 

kind of guy doing what he 

does,” says pitching coach 

Dave Righetti. “You have to 

have a guy exactly like him. 

He’s almost a model for it.”

Righetti says one of 

Petit’s strengths—besides 

his rising fastball, tight curve 

and deceptive delivery—is 

his ability to sit on the bench 

without accumulating rust.

“Fortunately, he can sit 

without having his arm tighten 

up,” Righetti says. “He’s 

resilient and has a simple, 

repeatable delivery that allows 

him to throw a lot of strikes 

whenever we call on him.”

Affeldt agrees that Petit’s 

versatility as a pitcher gives 

the Giants an edge. “If I go too 

long between appearances, 

I tend to overdo it and 

overthink,” Affeldt says. “For 

him to do what he does is 

impressive. He stays within 

himself and gets the job done.”

Whatever the job may be. 

Chris Gigley is a frequent 

contributor to Giants magazine.
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